The following proposal has been made by the All-Virginia Chorus Auditions Committee of the VCDA.  Please review carefully. This will come up for a vote at the April 2008 VCDA meeting.

ALL-VIRGINIA AUDITIONS PROPOSAL: 
TO STANDARDIZE THE AUDITION PROCESS 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE 
GOAL 
To have a set State standard for the purpose of:
1. Leveling the “playing field” on a state-wide basis.  Just as each District uses the same process across the district, it is proposed that the State operate in the same manner – utilizing the same process across the State.  This ensures that All-State auditions are consistent and fair for all students. 

2. Patterning our State after other states that have a tradition of musical excellence and musical literacy.  This will also ensure that Virginia continues to attract high-level, nationally recognized conductor/clinicians. 

ADVANCE \d4
AUDITION PROCESS 
I.  AUDITION PIECE 

The audition piece will be an art song in English, which exists in public domain status.  Examples of art songs that would be appropriate for use are: 

· “If Music Be the Food of Love” – H. Purcell

· “The Ash Grove” – British folk song, ed. B. Britten

· “Where ‘Ere You Walk” – G.F. Handel

· “Oh Rest In the Lord” – F. Mendelssohn  

Purpose 

· ADVANCE \d4To demonstrate beautiful vocal tone quality. 

· To demonstrate musical expressiveness. 

· To demonstrate musicianship. 

· To contribute to the building of students’ solo repertoire, for those students who may wish to continue singing in college or community choirs, or who may need an art song for auditions. 

*It is proposed that the art song genre is more conducive to accomplishing numbers 1-3 above, than is an excerpt from a choral piece. 

*Suggestion:  Districts could choose to adopt the All-State audition piece for their All-District auditions, as well.
II.  SIGHT-SINGING  

· ADVANCE \d48 measures long

· Measures 5 and 6 would be identical to measures 1 and 2. 

· The reason for this is two-fold: one, it makes better musical sense in retaining compositional integrity and symmetry; two, it allows the student who makes mistakes in the first four bars to correct them in the second four bars. 

· 10% of the total audition points 

· Examples are to be written by an outside source that no longer has students participating in All-State auditions (i.e., a retired choral director) by each district.

· Keys:  “F” for Soprano and Tenor;   “C” for Alto and Bass 
· The compositional elements would be:


Range—1 octave


Skips—do, mi, sol


Note values—whole, half, dotted quarter, quarter, eighth


Rests--quarter

